went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, S. It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since
it is blood money. N. So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, ‘And
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave
them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, S. Are you
the King of the Jews? N. Jesus said, " You have said so. N. But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no
answer. Then Pilate said to him, S. Do you not hear how many things they testify against you? N. But he gave him no answer, not
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the
crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, S. Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ? N. For he knew that it
was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him,
S. Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream. N. Now the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, S. Which of the
two do you want me to release for you? N. And they said, S. Barabbas. N. Pilate said to them, S. Then what shall I do with Jesus
who is called Christ? N. They all said, S. Let him be crucified! N. And he said, S. Why? What evil has he done? N. But they shout-
ed all the more, S. Let him be crucified! N. So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he
took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, S. I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves. N. And all the
people answered, S. His blood be on us and on our children! N. Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus,
delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scatlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put
it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, S. Hail, King of the Jews!
N. And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the
robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by
name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they
divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put
the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right
and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, S. You who would destroy the Temple
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross. N. So also the chief priests, with
the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, S. He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the
Son of God.” N. And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. Now from the sixth hour there
was darkness over all the land untl the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus ctried out with a loud voice, saying, ¥ Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani? N. that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said,
S. This man is calling Elijah. N. And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink. But the others said, S. Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. IN. And Jesus cried out again
with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. Al kneel for a period of silence. N.

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The
tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, S. Truly this was the Son of God! N. There
were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom
were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When it was evening,
there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his
own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests
and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, S. Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three
days I will rise.” Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the
people, ‘He has risen from the dead’, and the last fraud will be worse than the first. N. Pilate said to them, S. You have a guard of
soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can. N. So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday 29t March: Masses start with Palm Procession from the Car Park (weather permitting). Please keep the Car Park free.
Mon. 30t March & Wed 1st April: Normal Weekday Masses at 12noon
Tues. 31st 12noon Chrism Mass at the Cathedral. (No Mass in the Parish) 7pm Penitential Service/Confessions (Guest Priests
will be available)
Holy Thursday 204 (@ 7pm Mass of the Lord’s supper - Renewal of Commitment by EM & Ministers of the word - Night
Watch with Jesus after Mass till 11pm.
Good Friday 3t - 12noon Children Stations of the Cross 3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
(begins with Stations of the Cross) Good Friday is Day of Fasting & Abstinence.
Holy Saturday 4% 9:30pm Easter Vigil Mass: (Mass begins with the Ceremony of Light at the Car Park).
Easter Sunday 5% 9am, 11:30am Mass of the Resurrection. NB: No Evening Mass

Spiritans

15 St John’s Villas, N19 3EE Tel: 02072728195 Mobile: 07533726467 (text only)

Contact

www.stgabes.uk

Email: archway@rcdow.org.uk Reg. Charity No.233699) Website

We welcome all to today’s mass especially visitors who ate celebrating with us for the first time. Please take
this bulletin home with you for further reflection on this week’s celebration and to follow the
activities in the Parish during the week.

REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem this Palm Sunday embodies the journey of our salvation — because
it was the journey in which Jesus will meet with his sacrificial death which brought life for us.
While some characters in the pathway made the journey more daunting, others however facilitat-
ed the journey like the owners of the donkey on which Jesus rode into Jerusalem. They gener-
ously gave up their prized donkey for Jesus to use to advance into Jerusalem where the mission
of our salvation will be accomplished. Each of us has got a donkey that the Lord needs to ad-
vance his work. That is the message of today! Sometimes I get the impression that God wants me
to give him something and sometimes I don't give it because I don't know for sure, and then 1
feel bad because I've missed my chance. Other times I know he wants something but I don't give
it because I'm too selfish. Some few times I hear him and I obey him and feel honoured that a
gift of mine would be used to carry Jesus to another place. And still other times I wonder if my
little deeds today will make a difference in the long haul. Maybe you have those questions, too.
All of us have a donkey. You and I each have something in our lives, which, if given back to
God, could, like the donkey, move Jesus and his story further down the road.

Mass Times & Intentions 29th March — 4th April 2026

Sat 28th Vigil Mass 6:30pm: Charlotte Barran (RIP), Sharon Gaudio (ANN), Barran family (IN'T)

Sun 29th 9:00am: Bridie Brooks, Bernadette Foley, Babs Kavanagh (RIP), Fr Kevin McDevitt, Anthony McDonagh
(5t) (ANN), Eileen Brady, B.I. Etim-Bassey family, Essien-Oku family, Gino/Rita Avanzi family (IN'T)

11:30am: Margaret Reilly (posthumous birthday), Sarah Stanley (RIP), Agnes & Michael Heneghan (ANN), Reagan
family, Ben & Chinelu Okpala (INT)

6:30pm: Thomas Cooke (RIP), Michael O’Shea (6t) (AINN)

Mon 30th 12 noon: Gino Avanzi (INT)
Tues 31st No Mass at 12 noon: Chrism Mass at Westminster Cathedral
7pm: Penitential service and Confession (guest priests available)

Wed 1st 12 noon: Mary Duffy, Jean & Patrick Corcoran (RIP), Fr Aodh O’Haplin, Fileen & Jim Roach (ANN),
Eileen Maher, Chrissie Mahoney (INT)
Thurs 2nd: No widday Mass
7:00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Fri 3rd 12 noon: Children’s Stations of the Cross
3:00pm: Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday).

Sat 4th 9:30pm: Easter Vigil of the Resurrection of the Lord

Ella Humphreys, Rita Avanzi, Christopher Jerome, John Bruno, Mary Burton, Frank Gibbons, Maria Kuozwatski,
Philip Mayne, Bridget Munnelly, Shiela Farrell, Christopher Nelson, Paddy Essang, Phillip Duggase, Terry Eatley,
Mary Mullarkey, Bernadette Ikwuka, Mary Dunne, Christy & Maria Christopher, Lourdes Sisneros, Emmanuel & Magda-
lene Debonne, Douglas Meyers, Frances Quinn, Tony Colbert, Maureen Walsh, Gabby Mehmet, Freda Glackin,
Maureen Currie, Joan McGonigal, Madeleine Hourihan, Stella Anakor, Jacinta L, Marie Therese Tourette, Mary Gallagher,
Gloria Munian, Teresa O’Dea, Percy Shackell, Eddy Renwick, Gino Avanzi, Nicholas Stephens, Anastasia Nervais, Marga-
ret Foley, Prince Henshaw, John Alan, Rashmi, Joan Fitzgerald, Savindra de Alwis, Padra Williams, Winston Fernando,
Lourdes Bastardo, Norman Wills, Cronin Hehir, Maura O’Leary, Artoro Davila, Mary Brady, Teresa McDonagh, Christine
Cheah, Valentine Olayemi, Mary Mullee, Elizabeth Ortega, Gomes family, Agnes Quainoo, Hannah Conwell, Julie Ant-
wi, Stephanie Kafari, Angela Gallagher, Errol Roberts, Louisa Cartet, Doreen Timoney, Oliver Chime, Stella Chime,
Maura Eivers, Ann Forrester, Danielle, Margarita, June Gray, Carmel C, Dominic Roberts

Parish is:setved by the Holy Ghost Eathers (Spiritans) Congregation: of the Holy Spirit

Parish Priests: Fr. Moses Enchizena:GSSp; FriAugustine ERatuka CSSp; EriMartin Goba €8Sp; John Duong :G8Sp
Parish: Office Team: Patricia Essien=Okuy Maureen Tayler; Mary: Aberne; Joan FitzGerald

Office Hours: Mon: Wed: Fei: 9am:= 3pmy: ‘Tue; Fhur = (9am-1pm)

Contact: 15 St John's Villas; Archiway, Londen N1 3EE Tl 020:7272 8195, M: 0753372646 7:¢ TEXTE ONLY )
Emailarchway@rcdow.oteuk Web: wawwisteabesiuk (Reg: Charity No:233699)

Confessions Sat1lam: 6pm; hefore Masses Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Meditative Rosary: Sun: 10.30am
Healing Mass/Holy Hour/Benediction: First Fridays:12n00n Prayer/Faith Group: Sat. 10am
Mission:Statement: To animate 4 lovine multicultural: Christian community

Gentle reminders: Please turn off your mobile phones. You have the right to remain silent ...




TODAY’S READINGS

GOSPEL (Matthew 21: 1-11)

When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem and
came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village in
front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord
needs them”, and he will send them at once.” This took
place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
‘Say to the daughter of Sion, “Behold, your king is coming
to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the
foal of a beast of burden.” The disciples went and did as
Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.
Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of Da-
vid! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem,
the whole city was stirred up, saying, ‘Who is this?” And
the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth
of Galilee.’

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Six days before the solemn Passover, when the Lord came into
the city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their
hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice cried
out: “Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have come
in your abundant mercy! O gates, lift high your heads; grow
higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king of glory! Who is
this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glo-
ry. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have come in
your abundant mercy!”

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty, ever-living God, who as an example of humility for
the human race to follow, caused our Saviour to take flesh and
submit to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his les-
son of patient suffering and so merit a share in his Resurrec-
tion. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-7

The Lord GOD has given me

the tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is
weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my
ear to hear as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not
backwards. I gave my back to those who strike, and my
cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting. But the Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to
shame

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 22 (21)
R. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

All who see me deride me;

they curl their lips, they toss their heads:

‘He trusted in the LORD, let him save him;

let him release him, for in him he delights.” R.

For dogs have surrounded me;

a band of the wicked besets me.

They tear holes in my hands and my feet;

I can count every one of my bones. R.

They divide my clothing among them,

they cast lots for my robe.

But you, O LORD, do not stay afar off;

my strength, make haste to help me! R.

I will tell of your name to my kin,

and praise you in the midst of the assembly;

“You who fear the LORD, give him praise;

all descendants of Jacob, give him glory;

revere him, all you descendants of Israel.’ R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:6-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emp-
tied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a
cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which
is above all names.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

The passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mat-
thew (26:14-27:66)

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Through the Passion of your Only Begotten Son, O Lord, may
our reconciliation with you be near at hand, so that, though, we
do not merit it by our own deeds, yet by this sacrifice made

once for all, we may feel already the effects of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your
will be done.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Key: N. Narrator. Y\ Christ. S. Speaker or speakers other than Christ.

N. At that time: One of the Twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, S. What will you give me
if I deliver him over to you? N. And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he sought an opportunity to
betray him. Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, S. Where would you have us prepare
for you to eat the Passover? N. He said, ® Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, “The Teacher says, My time is at
hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” N. And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they
prepared the Passover. When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And as they were eating, he said, ¥ Truly, I say
to you, one of you will betray me. N. And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, S. Is it I, Lord?
N. He answered, ¥ He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is wtitten of him,
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.
N. Judas, who would betray him, answered, S. Is it I, Rabbi? N. He said to him, M You have said so. N. Now as they were ecat-
ing, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, M Take, eat; this is my body. N. And he
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, ¥ Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the cove-
nant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. N. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives. Then Jesus said to them, B You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee. N. Peter answered
him, S. Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away. N. Jesus said to him, B Truly, I tell you, this very night,
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times. N. Peter said to him, S. Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!
N. And all the disciples said the same. Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples,
M Sit here, while I go over there and pray. N. And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful
and troubled. Then he said to them, M My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me. N. And going
a little further he fell on his face and prayed, saying, B My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as
I will, but as you will. N. And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, B So, could you not watch
with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
N. Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, M My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.
N. And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for
the third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, M Sleep and take your rest later on.
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at
hand. N. While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the Twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from
the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man;
seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, S. Greetings, Rabbi! N. And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, ¥ Friend, do
what you came to do. N. Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who were with
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to
him, ¥ Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot ap-
peal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be ful-
filled, that it must be so? N. At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ¥ Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and
clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. N. Then all the disciples left him and fled. Then those who had seized Jesus led him
to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the
courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole council
were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses
came forward. At last two came forward and said, S. This man said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in
three days.” N. And the high priest stood up and said, S. Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against
you? N. But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, S. I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ,
the Son of God. N. Jesus said to him, ™ You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the
right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. N. Then the high priest tore his robes and said, S. He has uttered blas-
phemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgement? N. They answered,
S. He deserves death. N. Then they spat in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying, S. Prophesy to us, you Christ!
Who is it that struck you? N. Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, S. You
also were with Jesus the Galilean. N. But he denied it before them all, saying, S. I do not know what you mean. N. And when he
went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, S. This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.
N. And again he denied it with an oath: S. I do not know the man. N. After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Pe-
ter, S. Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you. N. Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to
swear, S. I do not know the man. N. And immediately the cock crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, ‘Before the
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. When morning came, all the chief priests and the
elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him
over to Pilate the governor. Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought
back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, S. I have sinned by betraying innocent blood. N. They
said, S. What is that to us? See to it yourself. N. And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he




